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TANBALIYA QISA BAXIS
A BRIEF OVERWIEV OF TANBALY

Iyirmi il avwal Qazaxistanin va Markazi
Asiya olkalarinin madani va elmi hayatinda
ashamiyyatli bir hadisa bas verdi. 2004-ci ilda
Umumdiinya Irs Siyahisina yeni yer - “Tanbali
arxeoloji landsaftinin petrogliflari” daxil edil-
di ki, bu da regionda UNESCO-nun Umum-
diinya Irs Siyahisina daxil edilmis ilk qayatsti
sanat abidasi idi. UNESCO-ya (izv dovlat kimi
Uzarina goturdlyl oOhdalikleri yerina ye-
tirarak, Qazaxistan hékumati Umumdiinya
irs Siyahisina daxil olan obyektin idarasi tigiin
"Tanbali" Dovlat Tarix-Madaniyyat va Tabiat
Qorug-Muzeyini (2003) yaratmisdir.

Bu glin Tanbali Qorug-Muzeyi
olkamizda va bitin Orta Asiya regionun-
da bu tipli yegana ixtisaslasmis miiassisadir.
O, mashur gayalsti sanat abidasinin UNES-
CO-nun Umumdiinya Madani irs obyekti kimi

Twenty years ago, a significant event
occurred in the cultural and scientific life
of Kazakhstan and Central Asian countries:
in 2004, a new site appeared on the World
Heritage List - the "Petroglyphs of the Ar-
chaeological Landscape of Tamgaly”, the
first rock art monument in the region to be
included in the UNESCO World Heritage
List. Fulfilling its obligations as a UNESCO
member state, the Government of Kazakh-
stan established the State Historical, Cultur-
al, and Natural Reserve-Museum "Tamgaly”
(2003) to manage the World Heritage site.

Today, the Tamgaly Reserve-Museum
is the only specialized institution of its kind
in our country and throughout the entire
Central Asian region. It ensures the preserva-
tion of the outstanding rock art monument
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gorunmasini tamin edir. 9lava olaraq, bu
qorug-muzey elmi tadgiqatlarin aparilmasi
va Tanbal kompleksi abidalarinin vaziyyatina
nazaratin edilmasi ils masguldur. Qazaxistanli
barpagi miitaxassislarla birlikda petrogliflarin
muhafizasi Gzra layihaleri hayata kecirir. Bu
illar arzinde qorug-muzeyin amakdaslar
Umumdiinya irs obyektinin samarali idars
edilmasinda mihim tacriiba toplamislar.

2021-ci ilde Tanbal yaxinhgindaki
milvagqati ofisin avazina konfrans zal, muzey,
kitabxana, elmi iscilar Uc¢ln ofis otaglan, bar-
pa laboratoriyasi, turistlerin va muzey gqo-
naglannin istifadasi Ugiln saraitin  tamin
edildiyi boyik memarliq kompleksi, Ziyaratgi
Markazi tikildi. Tanball Qorug-Muzeyinds
Markazi Asiyanin qgayaistlu sanat abidalari-
nin tadqigi ve mihafizasi dzre mitaxassislar
uglin saha ekspert goriisleri, beynalxalg elmi
konfranslar, elmi-metodiki seminarlar kegir-
ilmakdadir. Bltln bunlar Tanbalinin arxeolo-
ji abidalarini va tabii landsaftini tadgiq edan
arxeoloq, geoloq va biologlar kimi bir neca
alim nasillarinin uzunmiiddatli amayi ila da-
vam etdirilmisdir, Bundan alava, nadir petro-
gliflerin ehtiyatla gorunub saxlanmasi lgiin
sarait yaradilmasinda digar miitaxassislarin
- memarlarin va barpagilann ciddi saylari
muhim shamiyyat kasb edirdi. Bu tadqgigat-
lar va saylar sayasinda Tanbalinin Qazaxistan
uciin boylk madani shamiyystini miayyan
etmak va abidanin bitin sivil diinyanin irsi
kimi mistasna universal dayarini asaslandir-
mag mimkin olmusdu.

Tanbali petroglifleri 19 sentyabr 1957-
ci ilde Qazawistanin ilk pesakar arxeologu, o
dévrde Qazax SSR Elmlar Akademiyasinin
Tarix, Arxeologiya va Etnografiya Institu-
tunun Canubi Qazawistan arxeoloji ekspe-
disiyasinin Semiregensk dastasina rahbarlik
edan Anna Georgiyevna Maksimova (1923-
2002) tarefindan askar edilmisdir. Moskva
Dovlat Universitetini farglenma diplomu ila
bitirarak 1946-ci ilda Almatiya galan va 6m-
rinin sonuna kimi Qazaxistanda galan ar-
xeolog ¢oxsayl mihiim arxeoloji kasflar etsa
ds, Tanbali petrogliflarinin askar edilmasi on-
larin an ahamiyyatlisi idi. Uzun illar sonra artiq
tagalda gixmis A.G.Maksimova ganc hamkar-
larinin Tanbalinin dyranilmasindaki va arazinin
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as a UNESCO Woerld Cultural Heritage site.
Additionally, the museum-reserve conducts
scientific research and monitors the condi-
tion of the Tamgaly complex monuments.
Together with Kazakhstani restoration spe-
cialists, it implements projects for the con-
servation of petroglyphs. Over the years,
the museum-reserve staff have accumu-
lated significant experience in the effective
management of the World Heritage site.

In 2021, instead of the temporary of-
fice near Tamgaly, a Visitor Center was estab-
lished—a large architectural complex hous-
ing a conference hall, museum, library, office
spaces for scientific staff, restoration labora-
tory, and facilities for tourists and museum
guests. The Tamgaly Reserve-Museum hosts
field expert meetings, international scientific
conferences, and scientific-methodical semi-
nars for specialists in the study and preser-
vation of Central Asian rock art monuments.
All of these was preceded by the long-term
work of several generations of scientists—
archaeologists, geologists, and biologists—
who studied the archaeological monuments
and natural landscape of Tamgaly. Addition-
ally, the meticulous efforts of other special-
ists—architects and restorers—were essential
in creating conditions for the careful preser-
vation of the unique petroglyphs. Thanks to
these studies and efforts, it became possible
to establish the significant cultural importance
of Tamagaly for Kazakhstan and justify the out-
standing universal value of the monument as
a heritage of the entire civilized world.

The Tamgaly petroglyphs were dis-
covered on September 19, 1957, by the first
professional archaeologist of Kazakhstan,
Anna Georgievna Maksimova (1923-2002),
who at that time led the Semirechensk de-
tachment of the South Kazakhstan Archae-
ological Expedition of the Institute of His-
tory, Archaeclogy, and Ethnography of the
Academy of Sciences of the Kazakh SSR.
Graduating with honors from Moscow State
University, she arrived in Alma-Ata in 1946
and remained in Kazakhstan forever. She
made numerous important archaeological
discoveries, but the discovery of the Tamg-
aly petroglyphs was the most significant.



UNESCO-nun Umumdiinya irs Siyahisina
daxil olmasi (iclin taqdim edilmasina hazir-
lanmasindaki ugurlan hagginda hekayalarini
heyranligla dinlayirdi. Sevinc gz yaslan ila o,
1957-ci ilda kasfinin ahamiyyatini tam dark
etmadiyini etiraf etsa da, ona alimlik intuisi-
yasi bela geyri-adi abidanin xiisusi taleyi ola-
cagini séylamisdi.

1970-1980-ci illarda Tanbali arazi-
sinin abidalaeri geologlar A.Q.Medoyev va
B.J.Aubekerov va arxecloglar ANN. Maryasev
va AS. Ermolaeva tarafindan arasdinlmisdir.
1988-ci ildan baslayarag Tanbali abidalarinin
tadqigi A.E.Roqgojinski tarafindan apanimisdir.
1990-ai illarin avvallarinda arxeolog A.E.Roqo-
jinski va doktor Bolat Jagfarovig Aubekerovun
rahbarliyi ila dovlst gorug-muzeyinin yaradil-
masi magsadi ila Tanbalida petroglifiarin,
gadim yasayis maskanlarinin, gabiristanliglanin
hartarefli geoarxeoloji elmi tadgigatlarina
baslanilmisdir. Yeni tadgigat metodlannin tat-
bigi sayasinda gadim Tanbali petrogliflarinin
yasi miayyan edilmis, atraf landsaft harta-
rafli oyranilmis, Canub-Sargi Qazaxistanda
son 3000 ilda bas vermis paleoiglim dayisik-
liklari hagqinda ilk dafe olarag malumatlar
alda edilmisdir. Hamin illarda Qazaxistanda ilk
dafa gayaustu tasvirlarin gorunmasi va barpasi
Uzra eksperimental islar aparimisdir. 2000-ci
illarin avvallarina gadar Tanbalida muhafiza
islarina kimyaci-barpaci ekspert Lyubov Filip-
povna Carloina rahbarlik edirdi. 2002-2006-ci
illerde UNESCO layihslari ¢argivesinda Nor-
veg, Rusiya, Qirgizistan va Ozbakistandan olan
xarici mitaxassislarin tecribasindsn istifada
etmakla Tanbalida petrogliflarin muhafizasi,
sanadlagdirilmasi va monitoringi metodlar
islanib hazirlanmisdir. Tanbalida barpagilann
gazandiglar sesmarali tacriibanin digar Orta
Asiya olkalarinin mitaxassislari lglin drnak
olmasini ve Qazaxistan gayalisti tasvirlarinin
muhafizasi maktabinin formalagmasina gatirib
¢ixarmasini demak he¢ da miibalige olmaz.
Bitln bu elmlararas: tadgigatlarin va gazax-
istanli alimlarin béyilk komandasinin apardigi
islarin asas naticasi, Tanbali petrogliflarinin
mustasna global dayarinin asaslandirimasi
oldu ki, bu da "Tanbali Arxeoloji Landsaftinin
Petrogliflari"nin 2004-cii ilde UNESCO-nun
Umumdiinya Irs Siyahisina daxil edilmasi ila
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Many years later, already retired, A.G. Maksi-
mova listened with admiration to the stories
of her young colleagues about the successes
in studying Tamgaly and preparing the site
for nomination to the UNESCO World Heri-
tage List. With tears of joy, she admitted that
back in 1957, she did not fully grasp the sig-
nificance of her discovery, but the intuition
of a scientist told her that such an extraordi-
nary monument would have a special destiny.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the monuments
of the Tamgaly area were surveyed by geol-
ogists A.G. Medoyev and B.Zh. Aubekerov,
archaeologists A.N. Maryashev and A.S. Er-
molaeva. Starting from 1988, the study of
Tamgaly monuments was undertaken by A.E.
Rogozhinsky. In the early 1990s, under the
leadership of archaeologist A.E. Rogozhin-
sky and Dr. Bolat Zhagfarovich Aubekerov,
comprehensive geo-archaeological scientific
research of the petroglyphs, ancient settle-
ments, and burial grounds in Tamgaly was
initiated with the aim of establishing a state
reserve-museum. Thanks to the application
of new research methods,the age of the an-
cient Tamgaly petroglyphs was determined,
the surrounding landscape was thoroughly
studied, and data on paleoclimate chang-
es in Southeast Kazakhstan over the last
3,000 years were obtained for the first time.
During the same years, experimental work
on the conservation and restoration of rock
art was conducted in Kazakhstan for the
first time. Until the early 2000s, conservation
work in Tamgaly was led by chemist-restor-
er Lyubov Filippovna Charloina. From 2002
to 2006, within the UNESCO projects, meth-
ods for the conservation, documentation, and
monitoring of petroglyphs were developed
in Tamgaly, drawing on the expertise of for-
eign specialists from Norway, Russia, Kyrgyz-
stan, and Uzbekistan. Thanks to this inter-
national collaboration and active exchange
of professional experience, a unique set of
technologies for the conservation of Central
Asian rock art was developed based on the
work with Tamgaly's petroglyphs. It is no ex-
aggeration to say that the fruitful experience
gained by restorers in Tamgaly served as an
example for specialists from other Central
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tanindi. Tanbal petrogliflarinin boyik dayari-
nin asaslandinimasi A.E.Roqojinskinin 1990-
ci illerin avvallarinda B.J.Aubekerovun rah-
barliyi altinda burada apardigi harterafli
tadgigatin asas naticalarina asaslanir. (1994-
ci ilda A.E.Rogojinski “Tanbali arazisinin Tunc
dovrinun arxeoloji kompleksi® movzusunda
namizadlik dissertasiyasi mudafia etmisdir).
Tadgigatin yeniliyi ondan ibarat idi ki, Tanbals
arxeoloji abidalari, mixtslif tarixi dovrlara aid
petrogliflar, yasayis maskanlari va gabiristan-
hglar ilk dafs vahid arxeoloji (relikt, palekul-
tural) landsaft kimi hesab edilmis va bura-
da petrogliflar aparici yer tutmusdur. Onlar
muxtalif zamanlarda, muxtalif saraitlarda va
muxtalif magsadlar Gglin yaradilmis olsa da,
mahz gayaustl rasmlar vasitasila insanlar
har zaman atraf arazini kasf etmis, onu igti-
sadi, yasayls va dini-ibadat faaliyyatlari Ugln
uygunlasdirmuslar.

Tanbalida Tunc dovrina aid petro-
gliflerin ¢oxunun Orta Asiya gayalstli tas-
virlari arasinda banzari yoxdur. Tanbalimn
yiksak madani ahamiyyati ondan ibaratdir
ki, burada Tunc dovriina aid insanlar avval-
ce Oz tannlannin badii obrazlarini yaratmus,
onlara insana banzayan forma wvermislar.
Tanbalimin global manada énami burada in-
sanlarin agiq sama altinda Ginas mabadi
yaratmagla yaradici dahiliyi landsaftin tabii
unikallig ila maharatla birlasdirs bilmalaridir.
Tanbali petrogliflarinin mahz bu xtsusiyyatlari
mohtagamliyi ile tammb va arazinin 2004-cl
ilda UNESCO-nun Umumdiinya irs Siyahisina
daxil edilmasi l¢lin asas olub. Lakin sonraki
illarde Tanbali yaxinhgindaki Kogal va Al-
malinin yaxin arazilsrinds aparnlan arxeoloji
tadgigatlar naticasinda gadim tirk doévrina
va yeni dévra aid, avvallar malum olmayan
bir cox yeni abidalar askar edilmisdir. Bu
tapintilar bu genis arazini ahats edan madani
manzaranin tarixi va madani shamiyyati-
ni yenidan giymatlandirmaya kémeak edir.
Masalan, Kogalida gadim tiirk mifologiyasin-
dan va ritualistik praktikadan personajlar,
bitov hekayalari sks etdiran nadir gayaustu
tasvirlarin yiginlan - Ugbuynuzlu tac tax-
misg gadin obrazi (Umay?), tirk liderina ehti-
rami bildiren obraz (kagan?) va daha coxu
askar edilmisdir. Petroglifiarla yanas, stelalar,

24

Asian countries, leading to the formation of a
Kazakhstani school of rock art conservation.

The main result of all these interdis-
ciplinary research and work by a large team
of Kazakhstani scientists was the justifica-
tion of the outstanding global value of the
Tamgaly petroglyphs, which was recognized
when the “Petroglyphs of the Archaeologi-
cal Landscape of Tamgaly” were included in
the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2004. The
Jjustification for the outstanding value of the
Tamgaly petroglyphs is based on the main re-
sults of comprehensive research conducted
here by A.E. Rogozhinsky under the guidance
of B.Zh. Aubekerov in the early 1990s (in 1994
A.E. Rogozhinsky defended his candidate dis-
sertation on the topic "Archaeological com-
plex of the Bronze Age of the Tamgaly tract”).
The novelty of the study lay in the fact that
the archaeological monuments of Tamgaly -
petroglyphs, settlements, and burial grounds
of different historical epochs - were consid-
ered for the first time as a single archaeolog-
ical (relic, paleocultural) landscape, in which
petroglyphs occupied a leading place. They
were created at different times, in different
conditions, and for different purposes, but it
was through rock drawings that people in all
ages organized the surrounding landscape,
adapting it for economic, residential, and
cult-religious activities.

Many of the Bronze Age petroglyphs in
Tamgaly are unigue in Central Asian rock art.
The high cultural significance of Tamgaly lies
in the fact that here, people of the Bronze Age
first created artistic images of their gods, giv-
ing them an anthropomorphic form.The glob-
al importance of Tamgaly lies in the fact that
here, by creating an open-air Sun Temple, hu-
mans managed to skillfully combine creative
genius with the natural uniqueness of the
landscape. It is these features of the Tamgaly
petroglyphs that were recognized as outstand-
ing and served as the basis for the inclusion of
the site in the UNESCO World Heritage List in
2004. However, in subsequent years, archae-
ological studies in the nearby areas of Kogaly
and Almaly near Tamgaly have revealed many
new monuments from the ancient Turkish
period and the NewTime, previously unknown.



heykallar va balballar olan xatira abidalari da
var: bir stelada ticbuynuzlu bas geyimli gadinin
da istirak etdiyi "hekaya sahnasi” tasvir edil-
misdir; steladaki tesvirlar muxtalif gabilalarin
tamgalan ile misayiat olunur. Bitin bunlar
VII-VIIl asrlarde bu arazide Qarbi tirklarin
ibadat markazinin moévcudlugundan xabar
verir.

Almali arazisinda gadim va Orta asrlara
aid coxsayli yasayis maskanlari askar edilmisdir
va yaxinhqdaki gayalarda Qarbi Turk, Turgis
va Qarlug xaganhglarnnin hékmdarlarnina aid
tamgalar hakk olunmusdur. Burada, gadim
tirk runik yazilan olan tg yer da tapilmisdir ki,
onlarnn yaninda Mahmud al-Kasgarinin “Di-
vani Ligat-it-Tirk"” asarinds Oguz tamgalan
kimi taninan tirk tayfalarina aid tamgalar tas-
vir edilmisdir. Bu, hazirda Qazaxistanda gadim
turk epigrafikasinin an boyik toplusudur, Al-
malidaki bu clrabidalarin comlanmasi, ehtimal
ki, Qarbi tirklarin, Tlrgislerin va Qarluglann
VII-IX asrlerds, sonralar isa erkan Qaraxanl
dovrina gadar asas siyasi markazi va ya ho-
kmdarlarin kégari dlsargasinin movcudlugunu
gostara biler. Nahayat, arazide 1846-1847-ci
illarda son miustaqil Qazax xani Kenasarinin
burada oldugu ddvrda movcud olan yaxsi
gorunmug das istehkam galiglan askar edilm-
isdir. Belalikla, Tanbali atrafindaki abidalarin
ilkin tadqgigi bu UNESCO-nun Umumdiinya
Irs Siyahisina daxil olan makanin ahamiyyatini
yenidan giymatlandirmaya sabab olur: yalnmz
Tunc dévriine aid banzarsiz arxeoloji landsaft
kimi deyil, ham da Qarbi Tirk, Turgis va Qarluq
xaganhglannin mihdm dini va siyasi markazi
kimi, Orta asr Orta Asiyanin va ondan kanar
bolgalarin tarixinda mihim rol oynamisdir,
Oz névbasinda, yeni tapintilarin bu cir ilkin
giymatlandirilmasi Almal va Kogalidaki ar-
xeoloji va tarixi abidalarin hartarafli tad-
giqi, bu giymatli madani landsaftlarin Tan-
bali Qorug-Muzeyina daxil edilmasi ve "Tan-
bali Arxeocloji Landsaftinin Petrogliflari"nin
UNESCO-nun Umumdiinya irs Siyahisina daxil
edilmasinin geniglandirilmasi Uglin sanadlarin
hazirlanmasi kimi xsusi bir vazifani irali stirdr.
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These findings help to reassess the histori-
cal and cultural significance of this extensive
cultural landscape. For example, in Kogaly,
clusters of unique rock engravings have been
discovered, depicting characters and entire
narratives from ancient Turkish mytholo-
gy and ritualistic practices: the depiction of
a female character wearing a three-horned
crown (Umay?), homage to a Turkish lead-
er (kagan?), and more. Alongside the petro-
glyphs, there are commemorative memorials
with stelae, sculptures, and balbals: one stela
depicts a "narrative scene” also involving a
woman wearing a three-horned headdress;
the images on the stela are accompanied by
tamgas of various clans. All this indicates the
presence of a cult center of the Western Turks
in this area in the 7th-8th centuries.

In the Almaly tract, numerous ancient
and medieval settlements have been discov-
ered, with tamgas of the rulers of the Western
Turkish, Tlirgesh, and Karluk kaganates carved
on rocks nearby. Here, three locations with
ancient Turkish runic inscriptions have also
been found, alongside which tamgas of Turkic
tribes, including those known from Mahmud
al-Kashgari's manuscript "Divan Lughat al-
Turk” as the tamgas of the Oghuz, are depict-
ed. This is the largest concentration of ancient
Turkish epigraphy in Kazakhstan to date. The
concentration of such monuments in Almaly
may indicate the existence of a major politi-
cal center or the nomadic camp of rulers of
the Western Turks, Tlrgesh, and Karluk from
the 7th to 9th centuries and later up to the
early Karakhanid period. Finally, well-pre-
served remnants of stone fortifications have
been discovered here, which existed during
the period of the last independent Kazakh
khan Kenesary's presence here in 1846-1847.
Thus, the initial study of the monuments
around Tanbali prompts a reevaluation of the
significance of this site, which is included in
the UNESCO World Heritage List: not only as
a unique archaeological landscape from the
Bronze Age, but also as an important religious
and political center of the Western Turkish,
Targish, and Karluk Khaganates, playing a key
role in the history of Central Asia and beyond
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in the medieval period. In turn, such a preliminary assessment of new discoveries presents a
special task: the comprehensive study of archaeological and historical monuments in Almaly
and Kogaly for subsequent inclusion of these valuable cultural landscapes into the Tamgaly
Museum-Reserve and the preparation of documentation for the expansion of the nomination
“Petroglyphs of the Tamgaly Archaeological Landscape” to the UNESCO World Heritage List.

Tiirk dévriina aid qayalistii rasmlar
Rock paintings of the Turkish period




